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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Teacher: Mr. John Horstman                                                                      Room # E-116

Course: American Government                                                       Conference Period: 4th & 6th
School email: john.horstman@boerne-isd.net


School Phone# (830) 357-2273

BOERNE HIGH SCHOOL

COURSE OUTLINE

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

“The storyteller makes no choice -Soon you will not hear his voice.  His job is to shed light and not to answer.”   Jerry Garcia
As your teacher I feel that my job is to shed light, not to give answers. I hope that I

challenge  you, and that you find this course valuable. Every topic studied in class can be

applied out of class in a variety of situations. No matter what you choose to do with your

life, the government and the economic system will affect your life deeply. For that reason

you must understand what is going on in the government and the economy so you can make

it work for you rather than you working for it.

I.  The Student needs to understand the following:

American Government is a class designed to enable you to discover how the U.S. system of government works.  You are expected to keep up with current political situations as well as the information contained within the textbook.  When you come to class prepared, we will be able to discuss how the “real” government fits into the “ideal” mentioned in your textbook.  Be diligent!  The class will be a more fun when you do your part.  This outline would be kept by each new student for ready reference throughout the semester.
II.  Instructional Objectives:

The student will learn how to read and understand material from a number of sources.  The student will also learn to find his or her own sources of information.  The student will master a new vocabulary of terms with specific meaning to government and be able to express their ideas in this vocabulary.  The student will take part in group discussions, role-playing, and simulations.  The student will also learn to express him or herself in these activities. 

III.  Student Requirements:

The student will need to come to class every day PREPARED for the day’s work assignment.  This will include, but is not limited to: reading the textbook, taking notes when necessary, keeping a notebook, participating in class activities, doing outside the classroom work, doing an investment simulation, taking tests and quizzes, preparing a major project during the work period, and keeping up with on-going and current events.

IV.  Payoff for the Student:

A. The student will be rewarded for work done in the American Government Course with                 grades that will be kept on my computer and reported every three weeks. Students are welcome to examine the grade book.  

Grades will be awarded on the following levels:

                                                                    100 -   90 credits =         A

                                                                      89 -   80 credits =         B

                                                                      79 -   75 credits =         C

                                                                      74 -   70 credits =         D

                                                                      69 -     0 credits =         F

                 GRADE POLICY:

           Daily, Homework, Quizzes, Folders.         40%
           Tests, Projects.                       .                  60%
                 Note:  If a student fails a test, that student may retake the test with the highest grade being a  

                          70.  

                 Your final SEMESTER grade is computed by taking 80% of the averaged nine weeks    

                  grades and 20% of your final examination grade.

V. Absences and Tardies

      A.  Absences and Make-up Work

     It is the student’s responsibility to see me about make-up work.  In general, if work is not     
     made up in five days, zeroes will be given. 

It is the student’s responsibility to make sure the teacher gives the student credit for all        

              EXCUSED  absences.  The correct paper work should be submitted before class starts.  If the

              absence is due to school business, work will be due the next day.                                                            
      B.  TARDY POLICY:    Students who are not in the classroom with all books and supplies in hand        
            when the bell rings will be counted tardy.  Any or all privileges could be taken away.

VI. Things you will need for this class:

(1)  a notebook or folder to keep your papers in                           (2) paper (loose-leaf notebook)

(3)  pen (optional)                                                                         (4)  a pencil for scantrons 

VII. Written Work

         Use the standardized heading for all papers.

         WRITE NEATLY AND LEGIBLY.

         Do not hand in ragged-edged papers.

VIII.  Classroom Management Procedures

      MANNERS:  Students need to be more supportive to each other in class. I like a positive atmosphere, so please keep negative comments to you. If you can’t, please restate your negative comment to a positive comment.

Please do not get up during the lecture.  

      The purpose of classroom rules and regulations is to create an environment in which learning can take place.   If everyone follows the “Golden Rule” it will probably not be necessary to list such things

                       “DO UNTO OTHERS AS YOU WOULD HAVE THEM DO UNTO YOU”
       The vast majority of students in this class are Seniors who plan to graduate in June.  You are adults.  Please act like adults.
IX. Attendance and Expectations

      The rules of this syllabus are set by the State of Texas, and enforced by the administration.

      These rules state that in order to receive credit(s) for graduation a student  MUST attend at least     

      ninety percent (90%) of the time.  Anything less will result in the student receiving a grade of “F”. 

      The student must take care to do his or her part in documenting any excused absences.  Excuses 
      will be due immediately upon returning to class from an absence.

X. Code of Student Conduct
CHEATING IS DEFINED AS, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE FOLLOWING: 

· YOU ARE CHEATING IF you copy or allow to be copied any assignment by any method. 

· YOU ARE CHEATING IF you use any unauthorized aid on quizzes, tests, or exams. 

· YOU ARE CHEATING IF you steal, possess or view a copy of a test beforehand. 

· YOU ARE CHEATING IF you give or receive help on a test. 

· YOU ARE CHEATING IF you take someone else's work and submit it as yours. 

· YOU ARE CHEATING IF you scan, alter or forge any school document. 

· YOU ARE CHEATING IF you plagiarize, meaning you submit material written or designed by someone else without giving the author/creator credit or naming the source, or you submit work created by family, friends or tutors.
ABOVE ALL, YOU ARE CHEATING YOURSELF OF GENUINE LEARNING WHEN YOU COPY OR CHEAT IN ANY MANNER.

CONSEQUENCES OF CHEATING:
Acts of cheating occurring in the classroom are subject to penalties established by the classroom teacher. Incidents may also be referred to the Counseling Office. Sanctions may include but are not limited to: 

1. Reduced or failing grade. 

2. Notification of parents. 

3. Suspension from school. 

4. Parent conference. 

5. Refusal of the teacher to write letters of recommendation. 

STRATEGIES TO USE IN PLACE OF CHEATING: 

· When you are falling behind in a class, ask for help from the teacher, or your guidance counselor. 

· Ask successful students to share their study habit tips, rather than copying their work. 

· Ask your teacher to organize study groups before major tests. 

· Accept the fact that some learning requires serious, even tedious effort. 

By signing this agreement, I will follow the CODE OF CONDUCT and all other requirements. 

Please take this home and have your parent/guardian sign also.

______________________________________________________________          ____/____/____

                        Student (please write legibly)                           
